
 

 

         Inside The Arc 

May 2017 
Northwest Wayne County 

The Arc NW 
Annual Meeting 

Annual Awards 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017  
6:00pm - 8:30pm 

@  New Location 
One Under  

35780 Five Mile Road 
 Livonia 48154 

$12 per person 
Must register before May 17th 

Send check with attendees names to  
The Arc NW, 26049 Five Mile, Redford 48239 

2017 The Arc NW Annual Meeting 

TUESDAY - MAY 23, 2017 

List NAMES of Attendees 

35780 Five Mile Road 

Livonia, 48154 

Mail Registration & Payment 

with Names of Attendees to: 

 

The Arc NW Wayne County 

26049 Five Mile Rd. 

Redford, MI 48239 

TOTAL  -  Full Dinner $12 per Person   

The Arc NW Wayne Cty 

                Golf Outing           

                 May 21st 

 

 

 
               Golf  Course  

36000 Seven Mile Road, Livonia 48152 

Golf Registration 

thearcnw.org 

313-532-7915 



 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 

Executive Director: 

Office Manager: 

Advocacy & Community  

Resource Director: 

Advocate: 

  Program & Services: 

Claims Processor:   

Lekotek Play Leader: 

Lekotek Librarian:  

 

Christine Lerchen 

Shonda Jones 

 

Michelle Driscoll 

Chesley Giertz 

Sandy Dobson 

Mary Scala 

Lana Richardson 

Holly Balaka 

STAFF 

PRESIDENT Jean Walsh 

VICE PRESIDENT Janice Radon 

SECRETARY Bill Winkler 

TREASURER Marianne Licari 

  

Kristine Copeland Kathy Pfuhler 

Steve Erickson Ray Schuholz 

Susan Gardynik Rebecca Wenglinski 

  

Upcoming  Board Meetings 

Thursday, May 9th 

Annual Meeting  May 23, 2017 

26049 Five Mile Road 
Redford,  MI  48239 

Phone:  313-532-7915  Fax:  313-532-7488                                         

www.thearcnw.org 

Northwest Wayne County 

Achieve with us. 

From the Director 
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DIRECTORS 

Keeping you informed. 

Perhaps the most important service The Arc NW provides its members 

and the community is information.  Most of our members do not have 

the time, contacts, or resources to acquire and manage the abundance 

of information flowing  daily that affects our unique lives.  The Arc NW 

has and will continue to fulfill this vital role providing information and 

updates about the various services and supports, policies and legisla-

tion, along with stories of successes and failures that help us gain con-

trol and achieve the best life possible for people with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities.     

To assure that you have easy access to information 24/7, The Arc NW’s 

web site and Facebook pages are regularly updated.  All you have to do 

is glance at your phone or computer to get current news.  And, mem-

bers continue to receive a copy of the monthly newsletter delivered to 

their doors.  

We seek out and share information to help us effectively advocate for 

people with intellectual and developmental disabilities so they may 

experience the same rights under the law as their peers without disa-

bilities.  Topics in articles and videos selected may or may not present  

information that you or I personally support.  The intent is to promote 

and support the values, philosophy, and positions of The Arc.   

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization, The Arc is restricted 

from being partisan or supporting particular candidates. The IRS states: 

501(c)(3) “organizations may conduct educational meetings, prepare 

and distribute educational materials, or otherwise consider public poli-

cy issues in an educational manner without jeopardizing their tax-

exempt status.”   

The Arc NW will continue to share information that will help you feel 

hopeful, informed, and supported. 

 

Help The Arc NW by supporting the Annual Golf Outing on May 21st 

with a sponsorship, donation, or a great day of golf with friends.   

 

I also hope to see you all the at the Annual Meeting on May 23rd at 

One Under in Livonia! 

 
        Chris 
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Advocacy groups believe HMOs  

will fail on behavioral health 

On April 2 Other Voices column by Meridian Health's Jon Cotton had 

fascinating comments on the question of whether Michigan should 

turn Medicaid behavioral health funding and clients over to the 

state's Medicaid Health Plans (MHPs). 

This issue began February 2016, when Gov. Rick Snyder proposed 

such action take place by September 2017. The state has subsequent-

ly taken three major reviews of the issue; at each stage, the gover-

nor's proposal was rejected. 

First, Lt. Gov. Brian Calley appointed a large workgroup in early 2016. 

Then the state's Department of Health and Human Services held 

affinity groups last fall, involving over 1,000 people. Finally, a 23-

person DHHS Section 298 Workgroup issued reports to the Legisla-

ture in January and March. 

The author of the April 2 column complained the state's MHPs had "a 

difficult time winning a seat at the table." Representatives of those 

plans were on the lieutenant governor's workgroup and the smaller 

DHHS Workgroup that followed. DHHS also assured that one of its 

affinity groups was for service payers. 

In fact, the Michigan Association of Health Plans co-drafted most of 

the key recommendation adopted by the Section 298 Workgroup in 

December, and the MAHP voted for the final version of that recom-

mendation. That recommendation stated that Michigan should retain 

a Community Mental Health system to lead behavioral health care 

and a Medicaid health plan system to lead other medical care. The 

recommendation ended by saying proposals for care coordination 

models or pilots could come from "competent, public, risk-based 

configurations." 

(In making this recommendation, the Section 298 Workgroup didn't 

accept everything as is today. Over 70 other recommendations were 

sent to the Legislature. Many called for improvements to the publicly 

funded behavioral health system. There was also a recommendation 

for expansion and broadening of joint programs between Medicaid 

health plans and community mental health programs.) 

The April 2 column also claimed that behavioral health interests op-

posed to the governor's recommendation must "believe that not only 

would managed care organizations succeed in managing the behav-

ioral health benefit, but that we would be better at it." 

Speaking for the state's leading behavioral health advocacy organiza-

tions, that is completely untrue. Advocacy groups, who were out-

numbered 15-8 by providers and payers in the DHHS Section 298 

Workgroup, and who have no financial stake in where money gets 

appropriated, aren't afraid of HMO success. Rather, we and the bene-

ficiaries and families we represent believe the HMOs would fail: 

• Medicaid health plans have been responsible for a limited "mild-

to-moderate" mental health benefit for 20 years, and have done a 

poor job with it. 

• Community mental health programs, being directly connected to 

government, are more transparent with greater public accountability. 

• MHPs have limited experience with severe behavioral disorders 

or concepts like beneficiary involvement in planning; consumer self-

determination; and social supports. 

• Michigan has run a financial integration demonstration project 

in four regions for persons with both Medicaid and Medicare. Eligible 

people are automatically enrolled in MHP-like entities, with the op-

tion to subsequently un-enroll. After almost two years, over 60 per-

cent of those the state automatically placed with MHP-like entities 

have disenrolled. 

Service coordination isn't achieved by financial integration at macro-

administrative levels. It happens at local provider levels, and those 

providers will have contracts with CMH programs and MHPs, regard-

less of where the state first sends its money. 

Most important are the voices of service recipients and their families. 

Last fall, 31 of the 45 statewide affinity groups involved consumers 

and families (767 people out of 1,113 total affinity group attendees). 

The consumers and families couldn't have been clearer that, over-

whelmingly, they didn't want Medicaid health plans managing their 

behavioral health care. Those who comment on Section 298 for their 

own purposes conveniently omit this information. They also fail to 

acknowledge that no affinity group, including the ones for providers 

and payers, recommended adoption of the governor's proposal. 

Legislators must ask if their responsibility is to the public or to well-

funded and lobby-heavy private insurers who seek to control more 

money. 

Advocates bring the unified voice of Medicaid beneficiaries and their 

families, whose lives are on the line. 

Where Michigan goes will speak volumes about our state. 

Mark Reinstein               Dohn Hoyle 

Michigan Mental            Arc Michigan 

Health Association     

http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20170402/BLOG200/170409994
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    The Arc of Northwest Wayne County 

  The Arc of Western Wayne County 

After I’m Gone Program  

Watch The Arc web site and Facebook page and  

September newsletter for  

After I’m Gone information session announcements. 

Western Wayne Skill Center 
8075 Ritz Road, Westland, MI 48185 

Thursday Evenings  6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Please RSVP: 734-729-9100 or 313-532-7915 

The Arc NW Athletic Program 

 

Hot Shots - 2017 Division 3 

Gold State Champions! 
 

Lightning - 2017 Division 4  

Bronze Medal Winners!  

   Congratulations! 

 
 
 
by Janice Bearden 
 
The Sports program bowling fundraiser is Friday May 5th 
@ Oak Lanes. 
May 5th is also spring games for swimming, field & track 
at Franklin High School. Have fun everyone and do your 
best!! Summer games will be @ Central MI University 
June 1-3.   
 
Diamonds baseball is Tuesday June 20th, 6pm at Emer-
son’s North Field.  
Wolverines baseball practice is Monday, July 17th, 7pm, 
possibly at Emerson too. Your coach will advise. 
 
August 26th – Baseball invitational @ Drake Park  

***Note correct date for State Fall Games**** 
September 29-30 & Oct. 1st.  
 

Coaches – Assistant Coaches - Volunteers 
Check your Certification Status on the SOMI website be-
fore the sport’s season begins. It will advise you of your 
status. Coaches please check this before you submit your 
list of assistants/volunteers for your sport. Go to: 
- Somi.org 
- click on Sport tab 
- click on Coaches Corner 
Scroll to about center of page, see: CERTIFICATION STA-
TUS 
Look for A23 and your name – this will advise when your 
form will expire. 
 

CHECK YOUR PLAYERS’ HEALTH FORMS. 
MAKE SURE THEY ARE CURRENT AND DO NOT EXPIRE 

BEFORE OCTOBER 2ND.                                
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Supreme Court Ruling May Be 

a Watershed Moment 
by Michelle Diament | April 7, 2017 

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision affirming a high standard for the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act mandate that children with 

disabilities be provided a free appropriate public        education is 

likely to have significant implications for years to come.    In a ruling 

last month, the high court found that public schools must provide 

students with disabilities more than a minimal benefit. 

“When all is said and done, a student offered an educational pro-

gram providing ‘merely more than de minimis’ progress from year to 

year can hardly be said to have been offered an education at all,” 

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote in the ruling. “The IDEA demands 

more. 

Individualized education programs “must be appropriately ambitious 

in light of (a child’s) circumstances, just as advancement from grade 

to grade is appropriately ambitious for most children in the regular 

classroom,” the court determined. The decision marked the first time 

in over three decades that the Supreme Court weighed in on FAPE. It 

came in a case known as Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District 

that was brought by the parents of a Colorado boy with autism. 

The parents placed their son at a private school and sought reim-

bursement from the school district claiming that he had made little 

progress attending public school. The family’s claim was rejected by a 

lower court, however, because the boy had received “some” educa-

tional benefit. 

“I think it’s going to be a defining moment, the Brown v. Board of 

Education moment for the disability community,” Gary Mayerson, a 

New York City civil rights attorney who specializes in representing 

people with autism, said of the ruling. While the Supreme Court deci-

sion itself does not set a new standard, Mayerson said it clarifies 

Congress’ intent in the most recent update to IDEA, which came in 

2004. Mayerson said he expects an initial burst of litigation following 

the ruling, but ultimately thinks that the decision will lead to fewer 

special education court cases.  

“At first there will be a flurry of lawsuits to clean up this 

mess since a lot of schools have been following the ‘some 

benefits’ standard,” Mayerson said. “Hopefully, once the 

dust settles, it should be easier for parents.” 

Before the ruling, various courts across the country had 

interpreted IDEA’s FAPE mandate differently. Accordingly, 

the impact of the Endrew F. decision could be more heavily 

felt in some regions than others. Significantly, the Supreme 

Court decision was unanimous, advocates for students with 

disabilities say, leaving little doubt about the court’s intent. 

“It was an 8-0 decision, which was really gratifying,” said 

Selene Almazan, legal director for the Council of Parent 

Attorneys and Advocates and a practicing special education 

attorney in Maryland. “This is a huge decision for students 

with disabilities and their families because it sets the bar 

high enough to challenge students so they can succeed in a 

meaningful way.” The timing of the decision could not have 

been better, Almazan said, coming right when school dis-

tricts and families are sitting down to reevaluate IEPs for 

next year. 

Almazan indicated that she has already brought up language 

from the Endrew F. decision at IEP meetings she’s attended 

in recent weeks and COPAA is actively citing the new ruling 

in court filings. Meanwhile, however, school leaders appear 

to be working to downplay the implications of the Supreme 

Court decision. 

“While this is undoubtedly a new standard for FAPE, it is 

one with little substance or new meaning,” reads a state-

ment from AASA, The School Superintendents Association. 

“AASA is fairly confident that the vast majority of school 

districts are already crafting IEPs that enable a child to make 

progress in light of the child’s circumstances. That said, dis-

tricts should take care to make sure that they can provide ‘a 

cogent and responsive explanation’ for the IEPs they pro-

duce, particularly for students who are not expected to per-

form on grade-level.” 

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2017/03/22/high-court-backs-robust-fape/23489/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-827_0pm1.pdf


 

 

                      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         

 

If you hear of the passing of an  

Arc member please let us know.  

Help us honor the memories  

of our members and support one  

another through difficult times. 
 

Call The Arc NW office at  

313-532-7915 
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May 2017 

 

Karen Beck 
William & Kristine Copeland 

Alex Dailey 
Fred Ward & Marlene DiPonio 

Jane & James Halliwell 
Janelle Hansen 

George Humphry 
Sharon & Robert Keiffer 

Jane Ann Lerchen 
Patrick & Betsy McRae 

Aileen Mozug 
Robyn L. Ogletree 

 

 

Mitchell & Janice Radon 

Colleen Spurgis 

Clarence, Tina & Elijah Carpenter 

Gary & Eula Goff 

Tonya Melton 

 
In Memory of  Matthew Kingsley 

 

Michelle  Driscoll 

 
 

In Memory of Edward J. Turlo 

 

Barbara Gusfa 

 

In Memory of Francis J. Markey & Vince 

Thomas Pastor 

 

Marilyn Markey 
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Northwest Wayne County 

CHECK IT OUT! 

The Arc of Northwest Wayne County’s   

Web Site 

thearcnw.org 

Board  

Meeting 
6:00pm 

Arc Office 

Friend us on Facebook   
The Arc of Northwest Wayne County 

 May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 

Hot Shots  

Baseball 

7pm 

Emerson  

Middle School  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Swim 

Final  

Practice

JFC  

Ice Cream  

Social 

Dance 

6:30 - 9:30pm 

Canton HS 

Guys & Dolls 

Bowling 

1:30pm 

Guys & Dolls 

Bowling 

1:30pm 

FINAL 

The Arc NW 

Bowling  

Fundraiser 

Oak Lanes 

Annual Meeting 

@New Location 

Five Mile, Livonia 

Doors Open 6:00pm  

$12 for Dinner 

Area 23 Tournament  

Track & Field and  

Aquatics 

Franklin  HS 

Guys & Dolls Bowling  

Awards Banquet 

Elk’s Lodge 

Livonia 

The Arc NW 

Golf Outing 



 

 

        

      26049 Five Mile Road 

Redford, Michigan 48239 

313-532-7915 

  

            Each edition of this newsletter is prepared for mailing by volunteers from Zeta Tau Alpha.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
   

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Detroit, MI 

Permit No. 1778 

Membership Dues 

  New Member    Renewing Member                   Associate Member 

 $35  Annual Family or Group Home Membership 

 $25  Individual Membership  
 

$25  Associate Membership  

DONATIONS $10  $25  $50  $100  $150  _______Other 

     Membership Application 

Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address  __________________________ Daytime Phone___________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

City  ___________________________State  _____________ Zip__________________ 

Name  ____________________________________________Birth Date______________ 

                                                     (Name line above for member(s) with intellectual and developmental disability) 

Address (if different) ______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (if different) ______________________________________________________________________ 

26049 Five Mile Road 
Redford,  MI  48239 

Northwest Wayne County 

Northwest Wayne County 

Inside The Arc is also available online at 

thearcnw.org 
Call 313-532-7915 to end your printed mailed newsletter. 


